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Useful information for  
residents and visitors 
 
 
Travel and parking 
 
Bus routes 427, U1, U3, U4 and U7 all stop at 
the Civic Centre. Uxbridge underground station, 
with the Piccadilly and Metropolitan lines, is a 
short walk away. Limited parking is available at 
the Civic Centre. For details on availability and 
how to book a parking space, please contact 
Democratic Services. Please enter from the 
Council’s main reception where you will be 
directed to the Committee Room.  
 
Accessibility 
 
For accessibility options regarding this agenda 
please contact Democratic Services.  For those 
hard of hearing an Induction Loop System is 
available for use in the various meeting rooms.  
 
Attending, reporting and filming of meetings 
 
For the public part of this meeting, residents and the media are welcomed to attend, and if 
they wish, report on it, broadcast, record or film proceedings as long as it does not disrupt 
proceedings. It is recommended to give advance notice to ensure any particular 
requirements can be met. The Council will provide a seating area for residents/public, an 
area for the media and high speed WiFi access to all attending. The officer shown on the 
front of this agenda should be contacted for further information and will be available at the 
meeting to assist if required. Kindly ensure all mobile or similar devices on silent mode. 
 
Please note that the Council may also record or film this meeting and publish this online. 
 
Emergency procedures 
 
If there is a FIRE, you will hear a continuous alarm. Please follow the signs to the nearest 
FIRE EXIT and assemble on the Civic Centre forecourt. Lifts must not be used unless 
instructed by a Fire Marshal or Security Officer. 
 
In the event of a SECURITY INCIDENT, follow instructions issued via the tannoy, a Fire 
Marshal or a Security Officer. Those unable to evacuate using the stairs, should make their 
way to the signed refuge locations. 

 



 

Terms of Reference 
 
A central role of a Policy Overview Committees is to undertake in-depth policy reviews on 
specific issues. Reviews provide the opportunity to hear from members of the public and 
expert witnesses, including people from a wide range of external organisations. Reviews 
usually make recommendations to the Cabinet on how the Council could improve its work. 
They therefore perform an important role in opening up the policy-making process to a 
wider audience, including people who would not normally have the opportunity to 
participate. 
  
This Committee undertakes the policy overview role in relation to the following matters: 
  

• Education Services and statutory education authority functions 

• School performance and attainment 

• School Transport 

• Relationships with Local Academies / Free Schools 

• Pre-School & Early Years Services 

• Youth Services & Careers Services 

• Juvenile justice & probation services 

• Adult Learning 

• Education and learning partnerships 

• Music & The Arts 

• Social care services for children, young persons and children with special needs 

• Adoption and Fostering 

• Family Services 
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PART I – MEMBERS, PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
 

SCHOOL PLACES UPDATE 
 

Contact Officer: Dan Kennedy  
       Telephone: 01895 250495  

 
 
REASON FOR ITEM 
 
To update the Committee on demand for school places in the Borough. 
 
SUGGESTED COMMITTEE ACTIVITY 
 
It is recommended that the Committee: 

1. Note the update. 
2. Question officers about the update. 

 
INFORMATION 
 
Introduction 
 
This paper presents to the Children, Young People and Learning Policy Overview Committee an 
update on planning for primary and secondary school places in Hillingdon. 
 
Background  
 
Demand for school places is being driven by a number of interrelated factors including birth 
rates, new residential developments and families moving into the Borough. Therefore, year-to-
year changes in the forecast are to be expected. The forecasts are updated annually and the 
2017 update was completed during the summer.  However, monitoring demand for places and 
related analytical work takes place throughout the year, particularly following Pupil Census 
dates (which provide figures for the actual number of places taken up / available) and to support 
in-year admissions, including the placement of pupils through Fair Access mechanisms.  
 
Future Demand for School Places 
 
The key points from the 2017 Hillingdon forecast are as follows: 
 
Primary 
 

● The forecast confirms that the future need for primary school places in most areas of the 
Borough has largely been met through the comprehensive and successful primary school 
expansion programme and the provision of three new primary schools in the Borough.  
 

● Overall, Reception demand is forecast to reduce slightly, reflecting a recent reduction in 
the birth rate. However, demand will increase in some areas, especially where there is 
significant housing development. 
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● In the north of the Borough (Northwood and Ruislip/Eastcote areas), it is expected that 

previous expansions and those in the pipeline (Hillside Infant and Junior schools and 
Warrender Primary) will provide sufficient capacity going forward. 
 

● In the south of the Borough, some localised excess demand (around two forms of entry 
in total over the next five years) is forecast, particularly in the Uxbridge area. It is too 
early to say whether this can be managed by utilising capacity in adjacent areas that 
would still constitute acceptable offers in terms of home-to-school travel distances, 
particularly where parents seek places in the Uxbridge area but who do not live in the 
area. The position will be monitored closely. In the Hayes area, changes to the housing 
trajectory mean that a deficit is no longer forecast in the short-term. However, a caveat to 
this is that changes in the time scales for delivery of new housing will have potentially 
significant effects on the pupil forecasts for this area. 
 

Secondary 
 

● The new forecast confirms the outcome of the 2016 forecast that demand is building 
slightly more slowly than previously forecast.  
 

● In the north of the Borough, ten additional forms of entry are forecast to be needed over 
the next five years. Plans are well underway for the expansions of Ruislip High School 
and Vyners and will provide three forms of entry. Proposals for two free schools were 
been approved some time ago and officers have been proactive in following up progress 
with the Education & Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). However, delivery of these places is 
becoming urgent and 'bulge' year groups may be needed at existing schools as an 
interim measure.  The ESFA are currently seeking to secure suitable sites for the free 
schools. 
 

● In the south of the Borough, although the Admission Number of Harlington School has 
reduced by one form of entry, the expansions of Oak Wood (formerly Abbotsfield) and 
Swakeleys schools will provide four and half forms of entry. This means that there is 
forecast to be sufficient places in the south of the Borough over the next two years. From 
2019/20, it is expected that there will no longer be a margin of capacity and one or two 
additional form of entry may be needed to manage demand over the next five years.  
This is being kept under review. 
 

Management of Demand for September 2017 Admissions 
 
On Offer Days, all children seeking entry into Reception or into Year 7 were successfully offered 
places as has been the case for many years in HIllingdon. Following the start of term, actual 
take-up of places is now reaching a more settled state.  The ESFA requested a return regarding 
sufficiency of places (submission deadline 13th October). Schools and academies have been 
contacted to obtain information on the number of vacant places in each year group. 
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The following tables reflect information on vacancies received from schools. Based on this, it is 
expected that there will be sufficient places to make offers to all pupils currently seeking a 
school place and a reasonable margin of capacity for future in
 
Primary Schools 
 

 
One school in Primary Planning Area (PPA) 12 has not returned data and therefore the number 
of vacancies has been estimated based on known offers. Data returned by one school in PPA 5 
is also being queried, as the number of vacant places 
compared with offer data. 
 
As can be seen, in almost every PPA, vacant places are available to accommodate in
demand (i.e. those applications currently being processed and future applications). The main 
exception is PPA 13 where there are only two small schools. However, to date, it has been 
possible to manage demand by offering places in neighbouring PPAs. This will usually be true 
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of other PPAs. Otherwise, Fair Access processes are available to place pupils. In so
admission numbers vary between year
fed through into older year groups. 
 
In relation to over-subscription, it would be very rare for a school to have no vacant places in 
any year groups as pupils enter and leave schools throughout the year. The best indicator is, 
therefore, availability of Reception places. The final column in the above table shows the 
number of schools in each PPA with 2 or fewer Reception vacancies out of the total number of 
schools with a Reception intake in that PPA.
 
Overall, the percentage of vacant places has increased slightly in recent years but will st
within the recommended margin once pending applications are considered.
 
 Reception Year 1 Year 2

Vacancy % 10.5 7.4 6.6

 
 
Secondary Schools 
 

 
The Rosedale Hewens Trust has advised that, as they teach by Key Stage rather than by year, 
they are unable to provide separate figures for Years 9 and 11.
 
The table above shows that in Year 7, vacancies are concentrated in a small number of 
schools, with most schools being full or virtually full. These figures are before taking into 
account applications that are being processed. 
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of other PPAs. Otherwise, Fair Access processes are available to place pupils. In so
admission numbers vary between year-groups where new schools or expansions have not yet 
fed through into older year groups.  

subscription, it would be very rare for a school to have no vacant places in 
ls enter and leave schools throughout the year. The best indicator is, 

therefore, availability of Reception places. The final column in the above table shows the 
number of schools in each PPA with 2 or fewer Reception vacancies out of the total number of 
chools with a Reception intake in that PPA. 

Overall, the percentage of vacant places has increased slightly in recent years but will st
margin once pending applications are considered.

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

6.6 8.4 6.4 3.7 5.7 

The Rosedale Hewens Trust has advised that, as they teach by Key Stage rather than by year, 
they are unable to provide separate figures for Years 9 and 11. 

The table above shows that in Year 7, vacancies are concentrated in a small number of 
schools, with most schools being full or virtually full. These figures are before taking into 
account applications that are being processed.  
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The percentage of vacant places is reducing but is still within the recommended 5
 

 
 
In the south of the Borough, Oak Wood is co
of implementation. The number of co
Years 8-11 is as follows: 
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